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CONFIDENTIAL PRAGUE 0182 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EALR, ETRD, ENRG, CZ, UR 

SUBJECT: CZECHOSLOVAKS SIGN 1978 CONTRACT FOR SOVIET OIL 

REFS A. PRAGUE 3563(NOTAL), B. BUDAPEST 2076(NOTAL), 

C. VIENNA A-440(NOTAL), D. VIENNA A-065(NOTAL) 

1 . BRIEF PAGE ONE ITEM IN JANUARY 18 RUDE PRAVO STATES THAT 
CZECHOSLOVAK-SOVIET CONTRACT FOR IMPORTATION OF SOVIET CRUDE OIL 
AND OIL PRODUCTS IN 1978 WAS SIGNED JAN 17 IN PRAGUE. VALUE OF 
IMPORTS WILL BE 871 MILLION RUBLES, AND VOLUME WILL 
BE 4.1 PERCENT HIGHER THAN IN 1977. NO FURTHER DETAILS WERE GIVEN. 
(NOTE OVERALL 1978 CSSR-USSR TRADE PROTOCOL (REF A) SIGNED 
IN DECEMBER CALLS FOR 5.5 BILLION RUBLE TOTAL TRADE, A TEN 
PERCENT INCREASE OVER 1977 TOTAL).) 
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2. COMMENT: UNDER 1976-80 "LONG-TERM GOODS EXCHANGE AGREEMENT," 
USSR WILL SUPPLY 88 MILLION TONS OF OIL TO CSSR DURING SIXTH FYP. 

IF WE ASSUME 1978 DELIVERIES WILL BE BETWEEN 17.5 AND 18 MILLION 
TONS, 1978 PRICE WORKS OUT TO BETWEEN 48.4 AND 49.8 RUBLES PER TON. 

THIS ESTIMATED RANGE OF 1978 PRICES TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA IS MARGINALLY 
LOWER THAN 49.2 RUBLE PER TON AVERAGE 1977 PRICE TO ALL EASTERN 
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EUROPEAN IMPORTERS REPORTED LAST NOVEMBER BY EMBASSY BUDAPEST (REF B) 

SINCE CEMA OIL PRICES ARE EXPECTED TO RISE BY UP TO AN ESTIMATED 
THIRTY PERCENT IN 1978, THIS DISCREPANCY COULD BE EXPLAINED BY ONE OR 
MORE OF FOLLOWING PLAUSIBLE POSSIBILITIES: (A) CSSR, AS MOST 
WESTERN OBSERVERS BELIEVE (REFS C AND D), DOES PAY LESS THAN 
HUNGARY, POLAND AND BULGARIA (SEE REF C) BECAUSE OF ITS 
PREVIOUS CREDITS TO USSR, ITS LOWER EXPORT PRICES TO USSR, ITS 
PARTICULAR PETROLEUM PRODUCT MIX, SPECIAL POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS 
OR OTHER FACTORS; (B) 1978 OIL DELIVERIES WILL BE LOWER THAN 
17.5-18.0 MILLION TON RANGE; OR (C) RUDE PRAVO'S 871 MILLION RUBLE 
IMPORT VALUE FIGURE IS INCORRECT. SINCE IT SEEMS UNLIKELY THAT 
HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT'S 49.2 RUBLE PER TON FIGURE IS TOO HIGH, 

WE BELIEVE MOST PLAUSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR DISCREPANCY IS (A), 

ALTHOUGH WE CANNOT RULE OUT (B), (C) OR MORE ESOTERIC 
EXPLANATIONS. 

BYRNE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SALES, OILS, CONTRACTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PRAGUE00182 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780035-0300 
Format: TEL 
From: PRAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 33/aaaabcbf. tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 5afc24e1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 PRAGUE 3563, 78 BUDAPEST 2076, 78 VIENNA A-440, 78 VIENNA A-65 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3730703 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CZECHOSLOVAKS SIGN 1978 CONTRACT FOR SOVIET OIL 
TAGS: EALR, ETRD, ENRG, CZ, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/5afc24e1 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



